Please read the funding guidelines thoroughly before completing this form and use Section 3 of the guidelines to guide you through the application form in a step-by-step fashion.
Online submission of the application form is the preferred method of submission.

Please save your application to your desktop and email to grants@warringah.nsw.gov.au along with ALL your documentation.

Paper application forms can be submitted by post and mailed to:

Warringah Council Community Grants Program

725 Pittwater Road

Dee Why NSW 2099

Name of funding program
Please tick the grant you are applying for. Refer to guidelines for advice on how many applications you can submit.

X Community Development Grant
    Up to $5000 per organisation

 Community Development – Community Garden
   Up to $5000 per organisation (2011-2012 allocation)

 Community Development Grant
   Recurring (3-year period) funding based on need, 

   merit and available funds

 Cultural Development Grant
   Up to $5000 per organisation

 Sporting Club Capital Assistance Grant

   Up to 50% of project costs to maximum of $250,000

Acknowledgement 

Receipt of your application will be acknowledged within 10 working days after the closing date.

Acknowledgement will be provided by 8 May 2012

For assistance in completing this application, please reference the Grants guidelines frequently asked questions and Strategic Community Plan available on our webpage.

PART A – REGISTRATION

Question A1 – Name of applicant or sponsoring organisation

	Name of organisation


	Autism Community Network

	Website (if applicable)


	www.autismcommunity.org.au 

	Street address


	68 Melvin St, Beverly Hills

	State


	NSW

	Postcode


	2209

	Postal address


	PO Box 188 Riverwood

	State


	NSW

	Postcode


	2210

	Email


	autismcommunity@yahoo.com 

	Is your organisation not for profit?


	Yes

	Does your organisation have an ABN? 


	ABN 64 103 662 535

	Is your organisation incorporated? 


	Yes 

	Is your organisation registered for GST?


	No 


Question A2 – Applicant contact person

	Name


	Steve Drakoulis

	Position title


	President

	Postal address


	As above

	State


	

	Postcode


	

	Telephone


	

	Mobile


	0431 724 229

	Email


	As above


Question A3 – Insurance policies

Applicants must have all relevant current insurance policies, please provide details below:

	POLICY


	PROVIDER
	POLICY NUMBER
	AMOUNT INSURED

	PUBLIC LIABILITY


	*
	
	

	WORKERS COMPENSATION
	**
	
	


* we are a new organisation, insurance will be in place within the next 14 days, our Treasurer is currently awaiting all quotes

** there are on employees, this is a volunteer run organisation

Question A4 – Type of incorporated body

Incorporated under the Associations Incorporations Act, 1984

Question A5 – Main functions of the applicant organisation

List the key activities that describe the role of the organisation

Our key activities include the provision of a website, newsletter and 15 support groups within 6 Local Government Areas for people on the autism spectrum and their families. We currently have more than 240 member families throughout Sydney.

PART B – Project Description and Planning (use additional sheets if necessary)

Question B1 – Title of the project
Warringah Autism Community Link Up

Question B2 – Purpose of the project

This project seeks to outreach to the 200 families with children aged 0-10 years affected by autism in the Warringah area and to provide a range of opportunities to help them to link up to each other, to local services, resources and facilities for information and support.

With an emphasis on diagnosis and early intervention, we can assist our families to find their way through the maze of service options and help to maximise the benefit derived from government funding. Too often we find that our members waste valuable time and money going down paths that do not suit their children's needs. Research on efficacy of programs is still very limited because of the variable expression of the disorder. By allowing families to informally "compare notes" on what worked and what didn't, we assist the process of informed decision making.

Isolation is a hallmark of life on the autism spectrum. Not just for our children but for their parents and carers. We lose friends because of the behaviour of our kids, we lose self-esteem because we struggle (and often fail) to try to help them. This organisation helps us to break down this isolation and find the answers that we need, building real friendships and supportive networks along the way.

This “families helping families” approach allows us to:
· Build an informed community

· Build a resourceful community that draws on the diversity, skills and experience of its residents

· Build a healthy community that is free of public health risks

· Build a community that shows pride in its sense of identity where people are comfortable meeting and interacting in public spaces

Question B3 – Project description
Briefly describe the main activities that will be undertaken

Warringah autism community link up will provide the following activities and services:

1. Outreach to newly diagnosed families through local doctors, schools and community centres as well as referrals through ASPECT, Carer’s NSW and Positive Partnerships
2. Fortnightly support group with regular guest speakers on topics of interest to the group

3. Monthly social group activities such as art, ten pin bowling, play days to provide opportunities to build social skills

4. Adults with Aspergers monthly social group designed to break the isolation and build self-confidence
5. Production of communication tools (website and newsletter) featuring upcoming support groups and events for the Warringah area as well as local service providers

Question B4 – Community Development and Participation
Explain how the project will engage and benefit the Warringah community as specified in the guidelines

Our main strategy is to develop supportive networks that will help families on the autism spectrum to meet life’s challenges. We have an assets based approach to our programs where families are encouraged to share their skills, knowledge and expertise with each other. Many of our families of children that are now approaching puberty are keen to help newly diagnosed families through the tough adjustment period. These families have spent countless hours researching and trialling therapies. Because the disorder is so varied, we link families with common interest and issues (eg anxiety, non-verbal, girls with Aspergers, teenagers, toilet training etc) to help with finding their way through the maze of service options.
We meet in local venues to breakdown isolation and increase community participation, in so doing, we link families to each other and to a range of local resources, facilities and services. Participant evaluations and anecdotal feedback assist us toward continuous improvement.
Question B5 – Beneficiaries of the organisations activities
Please tick the appropriate boxes

	Beneficiary
	Beneficiary



	 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
	 People affected by domestic violence

	X    People from culturally diverse communities
	X    Socio/economically disadvantaged or isolated

	X    Early childhood 0-6 years
	 General public/community organisations

	X    Children 6-12 years
	X    Support for carers

	X    Adolescent 12-16 years
	 People who are gay, lesbian or transgender

	X    Youth 16-24 years
	 People who are homeless

	X    Families with children
	 People who are homeless

	X    Young people and/or their families
	X    People with a disability

	 Older people over 55
	 People with mental health needs

	 Individual adults
	 People affected by addiction 

	 Women
	 Other – please state


Question B6 – Beneficiaries of the project

Refer to the list of beneficiaries on proceeding page

	Category


	How will they benefit

	People from culturally diverse communities
	The following language/cultural groups are currently being catered for Japanese, Arabic, Spanish, Chinese, Hindi, Indonesian

	Early childhood 0-6 years


	Early diagnosis and access to appropriate services

	Children 6-12 years


	Social skills develop through participation in social activities eg play days, art group

	Adolescent 12-16 years


	Social skills develop through participation in social activities eg ten pin bowling

	Youth 16-24 years


	Social group for young people with Aspergers breaks down isolation and builds confidence

	Families with children


	Supportive environment for families to reconnect with each other with greater understanding eg toilet training, school, therapy

	Young people and/or their families
	Supportive environment for families to reconnect with each other with greater understanding eg anxiety, depression, employment etc

	Socio/economically disadvantaged or isolated
	All ACN activities are either free or low cost

	Support for carers


	Reduced isolation, improved decision making and support

	People with a disability


	Better support network and lifelong resources


Question B7 – Evidence to support the project
Provide evidence (research or surveys conducted in the community/beneficiary/target group) to support the proposal (if applicable)

Census data shows that there were 9,028 children aged 0-4 years in the Warringah area in 2006. The current rate of autism in Australia is 1:110 children with numbers increasing. This suggests that at least 82 children now in the 6-10 age group have been diagnosed with autism in Warringah. If population numbers continued in the same trend over the past six years, we could expect that a further 120 children aged 0-6 would also be affected.

The need for projects such as Warringah Autism Community Llink Up was first identified through our President’s work as Coordinator of the Positive Partnerships program for the Northern Beaches. At the conclusion of this 12 week program, many of the participants asked for ongoing support. As nothing was available through any of the local services, our President started organising support groups on an informal basis. In August 2011 we incorporated and in January 2012 we received DGR status.
We currently have more than 240 member families, 26 of which reside in Warringah. Approximately 12 of these are regularly attending our Terrey Hills support group. This project seeks to outreach to the 200 families with children aged 0-10 years affected by autism in the Warringah area and to provide a range of opportunities to help them to link up to each other, to local services, resources and facilities for information and support.

Question B8 – Project partnerships
Will the organisation partner with other organisations to undertake the project? 
No

Question B9 – Other projects, completed to current, that demonstrate relevant or related experience to undertake the project

Provide all relevant details including project description, year, funding source and outcomes to demonstrate the organisation’s capacity to deliver

This project seeks to strengthen and grow an existing program which has been run successfully yet informally in the Terrey Hills area for the past 2 years. The same model has also been implemented in 5 other Local Government Areas. Some of the other programs have been funded through neighbourhood centres and through Lifecare.

Anecdotal evidence of the efficacy of this program includes comments by members including:

"I am a much better parent because of the support. Much calmer" 

"I felt alone. The ACN changed my life. I meet people that give support and understanding. It feels like family to me. I want to give back."

Our President, Steve Drakoulis, is well respected in the industry and has twice been nominated for community awards for his autism work. He is a qualified trainer with a background in senior management and recent experience as Coordinator of a number of Positive Partnerships programs. Our members have skills in Community Development, Business, Graphic Design, Accounting etc which support the growth of this important community initiative. 
Some of the many comments of appreciation and support received for the work we do in the community may be found in the Testimonials page on our website.

Question B10 – Sustaining the project outcomes

Warringah Autism Community Link Up is a one year project, designed to create networks that will support people on the autism spectrum and their families throughout life. It also assists by linking our community to appropriate services and resources to improve the efficacy of early intervention. It truly is a grass roots organisation that empowers its members to support one another through the challenge of life on the autism spectrum.
The ACN already enjoys high levels of volunteering and member contributions as well as fundraising and donations from local businesses and individuals. This will grow with the membership over time.

Question B11 – Commitment to environmentally sustainable practices

Our activities are very low impact as they focus on the use of public space within the local community as well as low impact practices such as our website and electronic newsletter to minimise printing. Furthermore, our project will reduce environmental impact by improving knowledge of local services, resources and support that lessens the need for travel in the medium to long term.

Question B12 – Key dates for the project
	Proposed start date   
1/7/12
	Anticipated finish date   
31/5/13

	Dates to report progress to Council

31/12/13
	Date to complete final acquittals/evaluation report
30/06/13


PART C – BUDGET

Question C1 – Project Budget
What is the amount of funding being requested in this application (including GST)?

	Grant 2012-2013
	Grant 2013-2014
	Grant 2014-2015

	$4,677
	
	


If you’re granted less than this amount will your project be able to proceed?    Yes
If the cost of the project is more than the amount requested then provide the total cost of the project and answer Question C2 as to other sources of funding.

Total Budget for the project

	Total 2012-2013
	Total 2013-2014
	Total 2014-2015

	$11,677
	
	


Question C2 – Other sources of income/funding for the project
	
	Agency/organisation name
	Amount
	Confirmed/Approved?

Yes/No/Not Applicable

	NSW Government
	
	
	

	Commonwealth
	
	
	

	Fundraising
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	

	In-kind 140 hours
	Steve Drakoulis
	$7,000
	Yes


Has the organisation applied for any other funding from Warringah Council related to this project? For example reserve booking fee, cleansing etc   
No
Question C3 – Budget details

	ITEM
	$   2012-2013
	$   2013-2014
	$   2014-2015

	A. INCOME - Project
	
	
	

	Warringah Council proposed grant
	4,677
	
	

	Fundraising, donations, sponsorships
	
	
	

	In-kind donation of 140 hours
	7,000
	
	

	Project generated income*
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Sub-total
	11,727
	
	

	
	
	
	

	B. EXPENDITURE Project Costs
	
	
	

	Salaries
	
	
	

	Travel
	1,722
	
	

	Promotion + marketing
	232
	
	

	Administration / overheads
	200
	
	

	Materials
	240
	
	

	Contractors
	9,333
	
	

	Suppliers
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Sub-total
	11,727
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


*User pays – where ACN activities are held in commercial premises e.g. coffee shop 

Disclaimer
Submission of application does not guarantee funding. The cost for producing an application is borne by the applicant. The level of funding available for the grant programs is subject to Council’s adoption of the 2012-13 financial budget. Council reserves the right to change the level of funding available. Any changes will be publicised on our website warringah.nsw.gov.au 

Access to information
Information received in applications is treated as confidential. However, documents held by Council are subject to the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009. This means that the information contained in forms and other relevant information may be released in response to an information request or an access application lodged under the Government Information (Public Access) Act.

Declaration by applicant
Please sign the declaration below. Sign off should be by the person who has delegated authority to sign on behalf of the organisation eg CEO, General Manager or authorised member of the Board of Management. Indicate your authority to sign this document.

I/We certify that the information given in this application is true and correct.

YESI accept that electronic submission of application will be taken as consent to the terms of neighbouring declaration by the office bearer submitting this application
	[image: image1.png]


Signature 1
	Date

28 April 2012

	Printed name

Steve Drakoulis
	Position title in organisation

President

	Signature 2


	Date

	Printed name

Hana Melligi
	Position title in organisation

Treasurer


Note the principal office bearer of the applicant organisation (or the auspicing organisation) will be required to sign any funding agreement associated with successful grant applications, thereby accepting responsibility for the delivery of the project.

Checklist for applicants

Before emailing or posting your application, check that:

YES All the questions are answered

YES The project addresses the Assessment Criteria as stated in the Application Guidelines

YES The declaration is signed or the electronic submission box ticked

YES A copy of this Application Form has been retained by the Applicant

YES Letters of support have been included

Online submission of the application form is the preferred method of submission.

Please save your application to your desktop and email it to grants@warringah.nsw.gov.au along with ALL your documentation.

Paper application forms can be submitted by post and mailed to:

Warringah Council Community Grants Program

725 Pittwater Road

Dee Why NSW 2099

ACN Warringah Council Grant Application 2012-2013


