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Grant Application Form

Other ways to submit your application:
• Give us a call
• Make a video
• Come into our office
• Tell us what would work best for you
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Application Checklist
Tick the boxes as you finish each stage of your application.
✔

Read Grants FAQ and Tips for your Grant Application on our website

✔

Think about your peer group idea and get advice

✔

Answer the questions in the application form

✔

Add quotes for everything you include in your budget

✔

Save a copy of your application

✔

Submit your application by 14 October 2017:
1800 424 065
info@teamup.org.au
Team Up Grant Application
Council for Intellectual Disability
Level 2, 418A Elizabeth Street
Surry Hills
NSW 2010

Grant Applications Open: 4 September 2017 – 14 October 2017.
Grant Money Available: 1 November 2017 – 30 April 2018.
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1. Your Information
Your personal information is only seen by Team Up. We use your personal
information to gather statistics so that we can tell the NSW Government
who we are working with.
First Name:

Steve

Last Name:

Drakoulis

Address:

273 Fowler Road (Note this is the office)

Suburb:

ILLAWONG

Postcode:

Phone number:

0437 724 229

Email:

Date of birth:

17/3/65

Country of birth:

I have a disability:
Physical					
Intellectual or cognitive
Psychological or mental health
Sight, hearing or speech
Other, please specify:

NSW

State:

Australia

steve@autismcommunity.org.au

2234
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I do not have a disability, I am a:
✔

Family Member					✔ Other, please tell us

✔

Carer

✔

Advocate

✔

Support Worker

I am a father of a child with autism and started a peer to
peer network of support which relies on community
volunteers to run our free programs around Sydney.

I live:
By myself					

Other, please tell us

With family
In a group home
or supported accommodation
With flatmates or friends

I am:

Aboriginal

Torres Strait Islander

Neither

The best way to contact me is:
Phone
			
Email
Letter
Text message

Relay Service
TIS(Telephone Interpreter Service)
Language:
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2. About Your Peer Group
Tick the box that applies to you
I want to set up a new peer support group. If yes go to Part 3.
Or
I want to make my current peer group better.

Tell us the name of your group
Autism Community Network

When was it set up?

2011

Size of your group:
1-5 members
5-10 members
More than 10 members

How often do you meet?
Once a week
Once a fortnight
Once a month

Other
Activities run weekly, fortnightly or monthly.
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Tell us about your group!
Please include: What your members have in common. What is your group vision?
What activities do you do or plan to do?
Our vision is to provide support to families, carers and the community alike to understand autism, provide a network of
support around families and an environment of understanding and inclusion for those who have ASD. Established in 2011, it
has grown into 1,170+ families Sydney wide; we use our combined knowledge and experiences to support each other. The
model is simple:
a. Cost must never be a barrier to people participating; we never charge participation fees.
b. Build a network of volunteers across Sydney and empower them to run local support groups and activities.
c. Work with any organisation, freely share our resources and knowledge to help expand the level of support t everyone
everywhere.
Our management costs are met through fundraising and philanthropic gifts, while we apply for grants to run groups that have
financial costs associated with them.
As at October 2017, we provide support in the following areas:
SYDNEY / INNER WEST - Lakemba: Carers Support Group, Petersham: Carers Support Group, Sydney: Family Social Outings.
WEST - Auburn: Various Support Activities, Blacktown: Carers Support Group, Blacktown: Fathers Info Evenings, Lidcombe:
Kids Bowling, Rosehill: Kids Laser Tag, Richmond: Carers Support Group, Parramatta: ASD Kids Art Group, Wentworthville:
Carers Support Group.
NORTH - Brookvale: Carers Support Group, Hornsby: Evening Carers Support Group, Hornsby: Daytime Carers Support Group,
Hornsby: Fathers Info Evening, Ryde: Carers Support Group, Ryde: ASD Kids Art Group.
SOUTH: Caringbah: Carers Support Group, Gymea: Carers Support Group, Hurstville: Carers Support Group, Kingsgrove: Kids
DIY Club, Kogarah Bay: Sailability, Menai: Kids Play Club, Oatley: Kids Cooking Club, Pensburst: Kids Fit and Friendly Club,
Peakhurst: Kids Art Group, Peakhurst: Youth Club, Sylvania: Bowling
We do all of this with two part time employees, and lots of volunteers.
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3. Peer Group Plan
It is important that you tell us what you want to achieve with your Peer Group and
how you plan to do it.
What are the goals for your group in the next six months?
We currently run 28 different support or social groups across Sydney and plan to introduce support groups in Wollongong
and Central Coast in the new year. While the basis for providing services is volunteers-based, it is my job to ensure they are
trained and supported at every level to deliver their time and skills. We intend to do more training in upcoming months.
While the establishment of carer support groups are very important, we have identified a strong need for youth on the
autism spectrum to have outlets for social interaction. We have been running a very popular Youth Club in the St George area
for some years where kids connect around playing with their gadgets and an xbox or wii games console. They are supervised
by a local volunteer as they learn to follow social rules and develop confidence and form friendships. We'd li introduce Youth
Club across other regions; Blacktown, Parramatta, Hornsby, Northern Beaches, Sutherland Shire, Inner West, and Richmond.

What resources will you need to run your group?
Training for our volunteers
Games consoles and games for each of the Youth Clubs

What support will you need to help plan your group?
Our existing support group model has been successful for some years now, so we will continue to rely on community
involvement through volunteers, and support and train them in their roles.
Locals will help us source suitable venues, and we will communicate with each club, community organisation or council to
seek partnerships in providing the Youth club to their community. The support we will need for the Youth clubs is financial,
allowing us to purchase the equipment that will be used as the common ground for them to socialise around.
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How will your group make a difference in the community?
Our groups will be able to continue connecting carers for mutual support and fellowship.
Their children will escape the isolation they generally experience and be able to participate in clubs that understand them,
don't pressure or judge. We will be able to create a stronger community in each area and help develop stronger networks of
local support.

What skills are people going to learn in your group?
Facilitators / volunteers = Leadership, planning, communication, confidence.
Participants = vital social skills, break isolation, build confidence and improved mental health.

Tell us how you plan to share your learning with other groups or organisations.
We have always had a policy of freely sharing resources and information with anyone else working to support carers or
people with autism. Our website contains helpful information available to everyone, and we partner with a number of other
organizations which creates a free exchange of information for all to benefit.
As we start in a new region, we connect with local council, media, community organisations and clubs to promote the
support and work with anyone seeking to deliver similar support to their community.

Who else will support this group? (including after grant ends)
Local community volunteers - our NFP model is to get local carers involved, people with lived experience of autism. We help
develop their skills to become leaders in their community.
Local community Organisations - we connect with local organisations for access to venues, promotion of groups, and work
together wherever possible to help grow the support.
Local clubs through access to venues - we have a high success rate of approval to use space to run support groups rent free.
and local members of parliament - we connect with each local MP to help grow our support groups in their region.
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4. Peer Group Timeline
Tell us what you will be doing!
November (Example only: Organise training for my group)
Source volunteers and venues for new groups, resource existing groups.

December (Example only: Book venue and catering for group meeting)
Promote Youth Clubs across all regions. Purchase equipment for each group.

January (Example only: Book catering for group meeting)
Provide training to volunteers.

February (Example only: Book catering for group meeting)
Have all Youth clubs active.

March (Example only: Book the hall for talk)
Continue to promote and develop groups.

April (Example only: Book catering for group meeting)
Provide training to volunteers.

May

Make sure all invoices have been sent for payment.
Complete Evaluation.
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5. Budget
There are three grant options available for peer groups. Choose the amount that will
best suit your group’s needs.
What grant are you applying for? Tick one of the boxes below.
Small (Up to $1,000)
Example: room hire and catering for group meetings for six months
Medium (Up to $5,000)
Example: might include staging a community event
Large (Up to $10,000)
Example: might include staging an expo or hiring interpreters
Remember if you are applying for a medium or large grant, you must be able
demonstrate why you need a larger amount of money.
The above are just examples of things you could spend money on.
We are excited to hear your ideas on how to spend this money.

How much will it cost?
On the next page, is an easy table for you to write down how you plan
to spend the grant.
You can find out how much each item or service will cost by contacting
businesses or searching on the internet.
You need to attach quotes or explain where you found the information
for everything included in your budget!
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Example
Item or service

Cost of 1

Quantity

Total cost

Room Hire for meetings

1 month = $50

12 months

12 x $50 = $600

Item or service

Cost of 1

Quantity

Total cost

Equip Youth Clubs with Nintendo wii
consoles and controllers

152

7

1,064

Budget to purchase suitable games
designed to promote social skills

500

7

3,500

299

7

2,093

100

7

700

265

10

2,650

Monitors / TVs for consoles

Incidentals (Powerboards, leads etc)

Training for volunteers (hall hire, mental
health first aid course).

Total cost of my project

$

10,000
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6. Other Questions
You may have other questions that pop up as you start planning.
Here is the place you can put them.
You can talk to us at Team Up on 1800 424 065
or by email at info@teamup.org.au
Other questions I have are:
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7. Funding Agreement
If your project is funded, you must agree to:
• Try to achieve the goals set out in your grant plan
• Take responsibility for any risk(s) involved in your project
• Give all invoices and receipts to Team Up for payment
• Not do anything illegal or unsafe with your grant funding
• Take part in the evaluation process
• Keep in contact with Team Up
• Use your grant money by 30 April 2018.
All information provided is true and correct
This form has been filled out by:
Name:

Steve Drakoulis

Steve Drakoulis
2017.10.14 15:06:54 +11'00'

Signature:

Date :

14/10/2017

Grant Application Deadline: 14 October 2017.
Grant Money Available: 1 November 2017 – 30 April 2018.

